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Instructions to Authors

Aims and Scope of Zeitschrift für Psychologie
The Zeitschrift für Psychologie, originally founded in 1890, is the oldest psychology journal in Europe
and the second oldest in the world. Now, reflecting the change in the lingua franca of science from
German to English, it is being published completely in English.
The Zeitschrift für Psychologie publishes high-quality research from all branches of empirical
psychology that is clearly of international interest and relevance, and does so in four topical issues per
year.
Each topical issue is carefully compiled by guest editors. The guest editors and the editorial team are
assisted by an experienced international editorial board and external reviewers to ensure that the
journal’s strict peer-review process is in keeping with its long and honorable tradition of publishing
only the best of psychological science. The subjects being covered are determined by the editorial team
after consultation within the scientific community, thus ensuring topicality.
The Zeitschrift für Psychologie thus brings convenient, cutting-edge compilations of the best of
modern psychological science, each covering an area of current interest.

Zeitschrift für Psychologie publishes the following
types of articles
Each topical issue generally features one broad Review Article accompanied by several Original
Articles from leading researchers, as well as additional shorter contributions such as Research
Spotlights (presenting details of individual studies or summaries of particularly interesting work in
progress), Horizons (summarizing important recent or future meetings or outlining future directions
of work), and Opinion pieces that provide a platform for both established and alternative views on
aspects of the issue’s topic.
The maximum lengths of the various article types are as follows:

Review Articles: maximum length of 60,000 characters and spaces / approx. 8,500 words including
references, tables, and figures

Original Articles: maximum length of 50,000 characters and spaces / approx. 7,000
words including references, tables, and figures

Research Spotlights: maximum length of 20,000 characters and spaces / approx. 2,800 words
including references, tables, and figures

Horizons: maximum length of 9,000 characters and spaces / approx. 1,200 words including
references, tables, and figures

Opinions: maximum length of 9,000 characters and spaces / approx. 1,200 words including
references, tables, and figures

Manuscript Submission
A call for papers is issued for each topical issue. Current calls are available on the journal’s website at
www.hogrefe.com/j/zfp. Manuscripts should be submitted as Word or RTF documents via e-mail
attachment to either the responsible guest editor(s) or the Editor-in-Chief (Prof. Dr. Edgar Erdfelder,
Cognitive Psychology and Individual Differences, University of Mannheim, Schloss, Ehrenhof-Ost,
68131 Mannheim, Germany, Tel. +49 621 181-2146, Fax +49 621 181-3997, E-Mail erdfelder@
psychologie.uni-mannheim.de). Names of authors are usually made known to reviewers, although
blind reviewing is available on request. Authors who prefer blind reviewing should state this when first
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submitting their manuscript and should remove all potentially identifying information from the
manuscript, replacing names and any indication of the university where a study was conducted by
neutral place-holders.

Manuscript Format
Manuscripts should be prepared according to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological
Association (6th ed.). In particular, statistical and mathematical copy, as well as references and their
text citations, should conform to the Publication Manual.
The Title Page of each paper or article should include, in the following order: Title of the article;
author name(s) (preceded by first names, but with no academic titles given); name of the institute or
clinic (if there is more than one author or institution, affiliations should be indicated using superscript
Arabic numerals); and an address for correspondence (including the name of the corresponding
author with fax and phone numbers).
An Abstract (maximum length 150 words) should be provided on a separate page for original and
review articles. A maximum of 5 keywords should be given after the abstract.

Figures and tables should be numbered using Arabic numerals. The same information should not
appear in both a figure and a table. Each table and figure must be cited in the text and should be
accompanied by a legend on a separate sheet. Figures must be supplied in a form suitable for
reproduction: preferably vector graphics files (e.g., .svg) or high-resolution bitmaps (e.g., .jpg or .tiff,
600 dpi). Figures will normally be reproduced in black and white only. While it is possible to
reproduce color illustrations, authors are reminded that they will be invoiced for the extra costs
involved.

Scientific Nomenclature and Style
Authors should follow the guidelines of the APA Manual regarding style and nomenclature. Authors
should avoid using masculine generic forms in their manuscripts. General statements about groups of
people should be written in gender-neutral form; when presenting examples, authors may alternate
between female and male forms throughout their text.

Language
It is recommended that authors who are not native speakers of English have their papers checked and
corrected by a native-speaker colleague before submission. Standard US American spelling and
punctuation as given in Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary should be followed.

Proofs
PDF proofs will be sent to the corresponding author. Changes of content or stylistic changes may only
be made in exceptional cases in the proofs. Corrections that exceed 5% of the typesetting costs may be
invoiced to the authors.
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Offprints
Hogrefe will send the corresponding author of each accepted paper free of charge an e-offprint (PDF)
of the published version of the paper when it is first released online. This e-offprint is provided for the
author’s personal use, including for sharing with coauthors (see also ‘‘Guidelines on sharing and use of
articles in Hogrefe journals’’ on the journal’s web page at www.hogrefe.com/j/zfp).

Copyright Agreement
By submitting an article, the author confirms and guarantees on behalf of him-/herself and any coauthors that the manuscript has not been submitted or published elsewhere, and that he or she holds
all copyright in and titles to the submitted contribution, including any figures, photographs, line
drawings, plans, maps, sketches, and tables, and that the article and its contents do not infringe in any
way on the rights of third parties. The author indemnifies and holds harmless the publisher from any
third-party claims.
The author agrees, upon acceptance of the article for publication, to transfer to the publisher the
exclusive right to reproduce and distribute the article and its contents, both physically and in nonphysical,
electronic, or other form, in the journal to which it has been submitted and in other independent
publications, with no limitations on the number of copies or on the form or the extent of distribution. These
rights are transferred for the duration of copyright as defined by international law. Furthermore, the author
transfers to the publisher the following exclusive rights to the article and its contents:
1. The rights to produce advance copies, reprints, or offprints of the article, in full or in part, to
undertake or allow translations into other languages, to distribute other forms or modified versions
of the article, and to produce and distribute summaries or abstracts.
2. The rights to microfilm and microfiche editions or similar, to the use of the article and its contents
in videotext, teletext, and similar systems, to recordings or reproduction using other media, digital
or analog, including electronic, magnetic, and optical media, and in multimedia form, as well as for
public broadcasting in radio, television, or other forms of broadcast.
3. The rights to store the article and its content in machine-readable or electronic form on all media
(such as computer disks, compact disks, magnetic tape), to store the article and its contents in
online databases belonging to the publisher or third parties for viewing or downloading by third
parties, and to present or reproduce the article or its contents on visual display screens, monitors,
and similar devices, either directly or via data transmission.
4. The rights to reproduce and distribute the article and its contents by all other means, including
photo-mechanical and similar processes (such as photocopying or facsimile), and as part of so-called
document delivery services.
5. The right to transfer any or all rights mentioned in this agreement, as well as rights retained by the
relevant copyright clearing centers, including royalty rights to third parties.

Online Rights for Journal Articles
Guidelines on authors’ rights to archive electronic versions of their manuscripts online are given in the
document “Guidelines on sharing and use of articles in Hogrefe journals” on the journal’s web page at
www.hogrefe.com/j/zfp.
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